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1 Chapter 1 Introduction 
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group (Provost & Pritchard) has prepared this Initial Study/Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/MND) on behalf of Teviston Community Services District (TCSD) to address the 
environmental effects of the proposed Water System Improvement Project (Project). This document has been 
prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code (PRC) 
Section 21000 et. seq. The District is the CEQA lead agency for this Project.  
 
The site and the Project are described in detail in Chapter 2 Project Description. 

1.1 Regulatory Information 
An Initial Study (IS) is a document prepared by a lead agency to determine whether a project may have a 
significant effect on the environment. In accordance with California Code of Regulations Title 14 (Chapter 3, 
Section 15000, et seq.)�³ also known as the CEQA Guidelines�³ Section 15064 (a)(1) states that an 
environmental impact report (EIR) must be prepared if there is substantial evidence in light of the whole record 
that the Project under review may have a significant effect on the environment and should be further analyzed 
to determine mitigation measures or project alternatives that might avoid or reduce project impacts to less than 
significant levels. A negative declaration (ND) may be prepared instead if the lead agency finds that there is no 
substantial evidence in light of the whole record that the project may have a significant effect on the 
environment. An ND is a written statement describing the reasons why a Project, not otherwise exempt from 
CEQA, would not have a significant effect on the environment and, therefore, why it would not require the 
preparation of an EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section 15371). According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15070, a 
ND or mitigated ND shall be prepared for a project subject to CEQA when either: 

a. The IS shows there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that the Project 
may have a significant effect on the environment, or  

b. The IS identified potentially significant effects, but: 

1. Revisions in the project plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the applicant before the 
proposed MND and IS is released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects 
to a point where clearly no significant effects would occur is prepared, and 

2. There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that the Project as 
revised may have a significant effect on the environment.   

1.2 Document Format 
This IS/MND contains four chapters and four appendices. Chapter 1 Introduction, provides an overview of 
the Project and the CEQA process. Chapter 2 Project Description, provides a detailed description of Project 
components and objectives. Chapter 3 Impact Analysis, presents the CEQA checklist and environmental 
analysis for all impact areas, mandatory findings of significance, and feasible mitigation measures. If the Project 
does not have the potential to significantly impact a given issue area, the relevant section provides a brief 
discussion of the reasons why no impacts are expected. If the Project could have a potentially significant impact 
on a resource, the issue area discussion provides a description of potential impacts, and appropriate mitigation 
measures and/or permit requirements that would reduce those impacts to a less than significant level. Chapter 
4 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), provides the proposed mitigation measures, 
implementation timelines, and the entity/agency responsible for ensuring implementation.  
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The CalEEMod Output Files, Biological Evaluation, and Class III Inventory/Phase I Cultural Survey are 
provided as technical Appendix A, Appendix B, and Appendix C, respectively, at the end of this document.   

 



  Chapter Two:  Project Description 

Teviston Community Services District: Water System Improvement Project 

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group �x January 2021  2-1 

2 Chapter 2 Project Description 
2.1 Project Background and Objectives 

2.1.1 Project Title 

Teviston Community Services District Water System Improvement Project 

2.1.2 Lead Agency Name and Address 

Teviston Community Services District 
12934 Avenue 80 
Pixley, CA 93256 

2.1.3 Contact Person and Phone Number 

Lead Agency Contact 
Teviston Community Services District 
Juan Carlos Mariano, General Manager 
(559) 757-3539 
 
CEQA Consultant 
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group 
Mary E. Beatie, Environmental Project Manager 
(559) 636-1166 

2.1.4 Project Location 

The Project is located in the unincorporated community of Teviston, a census-designated place and a State-
designated Severely Disadvantaged Community1 (SDAC) in southwest Tulare County (County) in central 
California, approximately 70 miles southeast of Fresno and 45 miles northwest of Bakersfield (see Figure 2-1). 
The Project will be located between unincorporated communities of Pixley and Earlimart just east of State 
Route (SR) 99 within the adopted TCSD Sphere of Influence (SOI). The Project will involve meter replacement 
work along existing TCSD water mains within public and private rights-of-way and access drives (see Figure 
2-3) and well improvement work on two well sites owned by Teviston Community Services District identified 
�D�V���$�V�V�H�V�V�R�U�·�V���3�D�U�F�H�O���1�X�P�E�H�U�V��������-220-004 and 316-220-009 (See Figure 2-4). The Project site is also situated 
within Township 23S, Range 25E, Section 9, Mount Diablo Base & Meridian within the Pixley Quadrangle of 
the USGS.  

2.1.5 Latitude and Longitude 

The approximate centroid of the Project area is latitude 35° 56' 20.112"N, longitude -119° 16' 37.689" W 

 
1 As defined by the Department of Water Resources, a community having a Median Household Income of less than 60% of the statewide 
MHI, which was $63,783, as of 2016 according to the U.S. Census Bureau. The MHI for Teviston was $25,429 as of 2016.  
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2.1.6 General Plan Designation 

�7�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�������������*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���3�O�D�Q���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���R�I���7�H�Y�L�V�W�R�Q���D�V���D���´�+�D�P�O�H�W�µ���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H��
Teviston Hamlet Plan was adopted in 2017 establishing the development needs and priorities for the 
community within its identified 1,443.2-acre Hamlet Development Boundary (HDB). The Teviston Hamlet 
Plan designates 1,312 acres, including the Project site, for Mixed Use development; the remaining 130.8 acres 
of lands contain dedicated public Rights-of-Way. Within the Mixed-Use land use designation, a range of 
agricultural, residential, commercial, and manufacturing zones are intended to be allowed (see below). 

2.1.7 Zoning 

The Project site is zoned for the following: Exclusive Agricultural 40 acre minimum (AE-40), General 
Commercial/Mixed Use (C-2 MU), and Residential-Agricultural (R-A and R-A 12.5) (See Figure 3-3). 

2.1.8 Description of Project 

2.1.8.1 Project Background and Purpose 
Drinking water service for a portion of the residents in Teviston is supplied by the TCSD water system. TCSD 
was formed in 1956 and covers approximately 2.2 square miles. Residents not served by TCSD are served by 
private wells. As noted above, the community of Teviston is a state designated SDAC.  
 
The TCSD current service area lies east of Highway 99 within its Sphere of Influence (SOI) boundaries as 
shown in Figure 2-3. TCSD currently serves approximately 432 persons through 136 metered service 
connections some of which lie outside the formal district boundary but are still within the TCSD SOI. TCSD 
intends to expand its boundaries to include all the current lots served.  
 
TCSD is currently served by only a single well, �´Well 3�µ�� ���V�H�H��Figure 2-4). �7�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���Z�H�O�O���� �´�6�R�X�W�K���:�H�O�O���µ��
�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���L�Q���������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���´�1�R�U�W�K���:�H�O�O���µ��subsequently constructed in 1978, are both inactive due to failure. 
�8�V�L�Q�J���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���I�X�Q�G�V���D�I�W�H�U���1�R�U�W�K���:�H�O�O�·�V���I�D�L�O�X�U�H����Well 3 was drilled in 2017 to a depth of approximately 575 
feet. Well 3 features an annular seal to a depth of 140 feet and is equipped with a 125 horsepower (hp) oil-
lubricated vertical turbine pump and a 5,000-gallon hydropneumatic tank. It is located approximately 600 feet 
east and 190 feet north of the intersection of Avenue 80 and Road 132, on the same parcel as the original South 
Well (APN 316-220-004). Well 3 and its pump cannot currently produce sufficient flow and minimum required 
pressure to meet fire flow and Title 22 standards for health and safety purposes. Once Well 4 is completed and 
permitted, Well 3 will be designated only as a standby source.  
 
TCSD has received funding from the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), Division of Drinking 
Water (DDW), State Revolving Fund (SRF) to address challenges caused by dependence on a single source of 
potable water: 

�x If Well 3 is taken offline for any reason, TCSD has no alternative to provide drinking water to the 
community. 

�x The system does not have any back up power source to protect against outages. Power outages are 
common and can last for several hours at a time, especially in the summer months when power 
demands are high due to the relatively high temperatures. 

�x Well 3 consistently exceeds the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for 1,2,3-trichloropropane (TCP) 
established by the DDW. TCSD was put under a compliance order in April 2018. Though water from 
Well 3 is routinely chlorinated, TCSD is not able to treat for 1,2,3-TCP at present. 
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�x The Well 3 pump is rated to produce approximately 625 gallons per minute (gpm). While it has the 
capacity to meet the County Improvement Standards of maximum daily demand�³ 392 gpm for 136 
service connections�³ Well 3 does not have capacity to supply the fire flow demand during a maximum 
day condition required by County Improvement Standards. Small water systems typically meet fire flow 
requirements by use of a water storage tank. Without additional water storage TCSD cannot provide 
the required minimum storage needed to meet minimum required fire flow, which is 500 gpm. The 
well falls short of meeting maximum daily demand and fire flow by at least 267 gpm. 

The entire water distribution system, originally constructed in the late 1950s, was replaced in 1998 with 6-inch 
PVC mains, including gate valves, fire hydrants, and water meters. There are approximately 25,300 linear feet 
of water mains and approximately 136 5/8-inch water meters in the system. 
 
The 136 existing metered service connections are aging and beginning to show signs of failure. As the existing 
meters continue to fail, the District will have challenges complying with new State requirements to have all 
water services metered by 2025.  
 
The existing system currently lacks water storage tanks which, combined with the lack of a second supply 
�V�R�X�U�F�H�����O�L�P�L�W�V���W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�·�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���P�H�H�W���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���&�R�X�Q�W�\���,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���I�L�U�H���I�O�R�Z��and Title 22 
requirements.  
 
As mentioned above, Well 3 consistently exceeds the MCL for 1,2,3-trichloropropane TCP. TCP is an 
exclusively man-made synthetic organic chemical and a carcinogen. It  was used as a component in agricultural 
soil fumigants applied over large areas of the Central Valley, including Tulare County. TCP is heavier than 
water, very slow to biodegrade naturally, and is sparingly volatile�³ all characteristics that make it persistent in 
the groundwater and difficult to treat. 
 
The purpose of the Project is to address well contamination, a lack of supply to meet all operating conditions, 
lack of redundancy in the event of an emergency, reduced operating pressures related to the lack of supply, lack 
of backup power at the well site in the event of an emergency, and aging meters.  

2.1.8.2 Project Description 
The Project includes construction of the following primary features: 

�x A new well, Well 4, including a new well pump, a water storage tank, emergency use-only generator, 
and interconnecting pipelines. 

�x �&�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���:�H�O�O�������W�R���´�V�W�D�Q�G-�E�\�µ���V�W�D�W�X�V�� 
�x Proper abandonment of existing inactive North and South Wells. 
�x Replacement of 136 existing water meters with new.  

The Project proposes to drill and construct a new production w�H�O�O�����´�:�H�O�O�����µ�����D�W���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���:�H�O�O���V�L�W�H�����$�3�1��������-
220-009), which is just off Road 132, approximately 650 feet north of the intersection of Avenue 80 and Road 
132.  Well 4 will become the primary source of water for TCSD. Well 4 would be drilled to an estimated depth 
of 660 feet. The proposed well is expected to yield up to 1,000 gpm, which would comfortably exceed the 
County Improvement Standards. The well would be drilled and constructed on the same 0.62-acre parcel of 
land as the existing North Well site, a minimum of 100 feet from the North Well.  Construction activity is 
estimated will result is some level of disturb to the entire parcel, or approximately 27,000 sq. ft. Pump selection 
at Well 4 will be determined during final design and sized to accommodate the maximum day demand of 392 
gpm.  
 
In addition to the new Well 4, a 321,000-gallon (approximate storage capacity) potable water storage tank and 
booster pump station are necessary to meet County Improvement Standards as well as requirements detailed 
in Section 64554 of Title 22. The booster pump station will be sized to deliver flow and pressure to meet both 
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Title 22 and County Improvement Standards. The proposed well will pump into the storage tank which will 
then feed the booster pump station which will supply the distribution system. 
 
A new hydropneumatic tank with a capacity of up to 15,000 gallons would be installed near the new well. The 
hydropneumatic tank will be sized to accommodate peak demands including fire flow and limit booster pump 
cycling to 6 cycles per hour. The hydropneumatic tank will be set up to maintain between 40�²60 psi throughout 
the distribution system during normal system operations. Chlorination injection ports will be included upstream 
of the hydropneumatic tanks at each site. Chlorine will be injected from 100-gallon totes delivered as needed 
to the site.  
 
The electrical service at the existing Well 4 site will be upgraded, as required by Southern California Edison, 
and power will be supplied to the well from the tank site. The well site will have a local disconnect panel at the 
well and site lighting. The motor control center (MCC) will be located at the well site. The electrical cabinet will 
not be enclosed in a building; however, a shade structure will be constructed over the cabinet. A portable 
emergency use-only diesel-powered generator will be installed at Well 4 capable of powering either Well 3 or 4 
in the event of power outages. The generators are planned to have self-contain diesel fuel tanks.  
 
The Project also proposes conversion and maintenance of existing Well 3, located on APN 316-220-004 (see 
Figure 2-4)�����W�R���´�V�W�D�Q�G-�E�\�µ���V�W�D�W�X�V in compliance with standards required and enforced through permitting by 
State Division of Drinking Water (DDW). Well 3 will be equipped with a treatment plant to remove 1,2,3-TCP 
as soon as funding permits.  Construction activity is estimated will result is some level of disturbance to the 
entire 0.56-acre parcel, or approximately 24,400 sq. ft.  
 
The currently inactive North and South Wells would be properly abandoned according to County and State 
requirements. All existing system components at the site of the new well (Well 4) will be demolished and 
removed from the site. 
 
All 136 existing service connections will be replaced with new, one-inch water meters enclosed within a meter 
box and will have automatic read capability as well as reading equipment. Aggregate ground disturbance for the 
installation of the new meters is estimated to be approximately 2,040 sq. ft. of surface area (15 sq. ft. per each 
of 136 meters) and up to a maximum volume of 2,250 cubic feet (CF) (assumes maximum depth of 10 ft. for 
each meter for worst case, although most meters will not require that depth of disturbance.)  Property owners 
are responsible for maintaining laterals or replacing them, if necessary, on their property.  
 
As shown in Figure 2-3, TCSD has several distribution pipe alignments and meter connections that are outside 
of the current service boundary. As part of this Project, the current boundary discrepancy would be reconciled 
through the County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) process. The Project is funded to replace 
existing services and no new services are planned. 
 
In list form, the Project proposes the following components all of which are depicted on Figure 2-4: 

 
�x All well casing, well screen, and other materials that will comprise Well 4 

�x New well pump and motor in Well 4 

�x Valves, flow monitoring equipment, and site piping at a maximum depth of 10 feet 

�x A portable diesel-powered generator to power either Well 3 or Well 4 

�x A 321k-gallon water storage tank with booster pump station and up to 15,000-gallon hydropneumatic 
tank at North Well Site 

�x Automatic read water meters and reading equipment 
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�x Chlorination injection port for emergency disinfection at both wells 

�x Chlorination equipment with data logger 

�x Sample tap at each wellhead 

�x Site lighting and electrical cabinet for motor control center (MCC) and switchgear at North Well Site 

�x Relocate electrical service, install transformer and meter at North Well Site 

�x Surfacing at both well sites (assumed to be aggregate base rock) 

�x Onsite drainage pond at both sites (if required). 

�x Perimeter chain link fencing with barbed wire 

2.1.8.3 Construction 
Construction is anticipated to be completed within 15 months and will involve work within both well sites as 
well as public and private road rights-of-way as needed to install new water meters. Property owners are 
responsible for maintenance and replacement of the laterals on their property.  

2.1.8.4 Operation and Maintenance 
Operation and maintenance of the water supply system will continue as performed by TCSD. 

2.1.9 Surrounding Land Uses and Setting 

TCSD is located on the Valley floor east of the Coast Ranges and west of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range. 
The proposed well replacement and water system improvement project is located immediately east of SR 99. 
Topographically, the Project site is at an elevation of approximately 270 feet above mean sea level.   
 
Land uses in the vicinity of the Project site consists of active farmland, scattered rural residences, and 
vacant/fallow land typical of rural areas in the Central Valley. The Project site consists of two well sites owned 
by TCSD and sections of public road rights-of-way �D�Q�G���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���G�U�L�Y�H�V�����7�K�H���O�D�Q�G�V���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�·�V��
�V�L�W�H���D�U�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�·�V���7�H�Y�L�V�W�R�Q���+�D�P�O�H�W���3�O�D�Q���I�R�U���´�0�L�[�H�G���8�V�H�V�µ���D�Q�G���D�U�H���]�R�Q�H�G���D�V���$�(-20 and AE-
40, Exclusive Agricultural Zones, 20- and 40-Acre Minimums, respectively; R-A 12.5, Residential-Agricultural, 
12,500 sf minimum lot size; C-2 MU, General Commercial/Mixed Use; and M-1-MU, Light Industrial/Mixed 
Use. (See Figure 3-3) 

2.1.10 Other Public Agencies Whose Approval May Be Required  

�x State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water (DDW): Water Supply Permit 

�x Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region: Individual or General Waste 
Discharge Permit, NPDES Construction General Permit 

�x San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District: back-up generator permit & rules and regulations 
(Regulation VIII, Rule 9510; Regulation IV, Rule 4702) 

�x Tulare County Environmental Health Services Division: Well Construction and Destruction Permits 

�x County of Tulare: Building Permit and Encroachment Permit 
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2.1.11 Consultation with California Native American Tribes 

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52; codified as Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, et seq.) requires that a Lead 
Agency, within 14 days of determining that it will undertake a project, must notify, in writing, any California 
Native American Tribe traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the project if that Tribe 
has previously requested notification about projects in that geographic area. The notice must briefly describe 
the project and inquire whether the Tribe wishes to initiate request formal consultation. Tribes have 30 days 
from receipt of notification to request formal consultation. The Lead Agency then has 30 days to initiate the 
consultation, which then continues until the parties come to an agreement regarding necessary mitigation or 
agree that no mitigation is needed, or one or both parties determine that negotiation occurred in good faith, 
but no agreement will be made. 

Teviston Community Services District indicated it has not received any written correspondence from any 
California Native American Tribes pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 requesting notification 
of proposed projects.   
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Figure 2-1.  Regional Location Map 
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Figure 2-2.  Pixley Topographical Quadrangle Map   
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Figure 2-3.  Overall Site Plan/Area of Potential Effect   
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